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GUARANTEES FOR PURE LIVING

by His Grace Bishop Moussa

' Some young people think that the life of purity has nowadays become impossibility.
"- There are actually mighty forces urging humans to fall: instinct with its pressing calls,
% which are not hushed into silence; society with its endless stumbling; and the devil as an J/
evil prince working in this world against God and holiness, exerting every effort to undo
# God's plan from creating human kind, and His blessed targets concerning humans. 7

! The widespread tune nowadays is that of the spirit of the age ." Society today runs to
% keep up with the contemporary development in the scientific, intellectual and
W progressive fields. The ecclesiastical community works hard to grasp the changes
‘ ', occurring in this generation and the different propensities activating these changes,
¢ such as the propensity for rational pride; anxiety; intellectual bluntness; permissively;

¥ Yet, there is a deception by which Satan tries to steal into the hearts of our young people?
- today. It implies that this age is different from the previous ones in such a way that ]
 holiness has become an illusion. Thus, the devil suggests that there is no need to toil to

- reach this holiness!

\ | Great Facts:
i The first fact which is beyond any doubt is that every society in its time is a modern one. 3
" First Century society was modern compared to the society which existed before Christ ... J

# The second fact is that the change occurring in societies does not touch the essence of
. matters at all , but it is an intellectual, scientific, political and social change. Yet, it is

é ' impossible - as far as sin and holiness are concerned - that any society should differ

# from a previous or following one. This is an entirely Spiritual matter and the spirit is

eternal, immortal not subject to time or development but beyond both of them.

3 " The third fact is that the essence of human kind is unchangeable: the instincts are the
 same as they were long ago, the fallen nature is the same one inherited -of Adam;
Further the perennial ambitions and divine conscience are things that do not alter from A
% one generation to another except according to the individual's honesty in using or " §
¥ineglecting them. '

% The fourth fact is that if we suppose the easiness of failing and the difficulty of salvation

}in our age, we should not forget that "Where sin abounded, grace abounded much

[ “more." (Roms5:20). The salvation of human kind does not depend upon human kind ‘
© alone, it is in God's hand when it stretches to pick up and save the person who seeks the &
¢ truth with a toiling heart and an honest will.

y If we asked contemporary young people to live in Sodom or Gomorrah, they would have §
* found no difference between their circumstances and the circumstances of the most
¥ modern communities though there is a forty-century overlap between the two cases,

* We may also remember how holiness was flourishing in the Apostolic Age, though it
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; Fcoexisted with an astoundingly widespread magic and idolatry with their disgraceful
I filthy rites. Hence, there is nothing new under the sun. The new thing is our languid
* intention -as young people- to live for Christ; hence we search for excuse to anesthetize
our consciences when they deviate.

#'Definite Guarantees:
"Now we need to apprehend certain guarantees, which support us- as young people - in
Four holy struggle against sin to the point of shedding our blood:

1 The work of God's Grace:

!Certainly our human efforts, however great, they cannot add even one cubit to our
% stature. This conclusion we draw from our daily experience. Certainly also the forces of
& evil are mightier than our ability to face them with our feeble humanity.

% Therefore came the "stewardship of God's grace" to solve the problem and abolish the

x “horrible contrast existing between a most holy God and sinful human beings. Grace is

tran inner divine work through which humans become partakers in the divine nature.

#Grace is an infinite power flowing within humans, therefore, the instinct is controlled,
'the mind enlightened and the whole being humbled. Grace is a divine healer who heals
;the soul ridding if of its perversions and pains.

% Hence, the young man who entrusts himself to the work of grace feels a true change in
: the soul; senses; thoughts; feelings; and inclinations. We cannot realize the

il magnificence of this miracle but by experiencing it. Grace is a powerful energy that

%elevates the soul above the molestations of body; the temptations of the world; and the

. nothing of the enemy of good. Grace is, simply; God dwelling within humans. The

J-means by which we get this grace are; obedience, true acceptance of the Lord Jesus as a
#prince of life as well as perpetual fellowship with Him as a practical expression of this
.choice; by prayer, gratification by the Bible, and continuous union to His holy Body and ', ‘

Blood. ]
- 7]

i [If we have an iron will to live according to Christ, let us interpret it into a practical way

¥'by an actual fellowship with Him and practical obedience to His teachings. Here comes

b the role played by struggle, through which we receive the grace necessary for our
salvation.

2

Now Come on dear friend!! Approach the Master! Pour yourself under His feet!
' " Surrender your poor dead life to Him! Then be sure, each time you pray, you will get
7new hyssop to wash your sins, you will get new ammunition to tight in the evil day!

#'2- Hope:

, :Beware: of surrendering to the enemy's trickery, "No use" Let your answer be, "No use

% of me, but all the use is in the Lord God Who redeems my soul from death and my life

& from the Pit." Be strong by the over-whelming love that fills Jesus' heart for you and 3
‘trust the infinite tenderness flowing out of Him towards you- you the weak and enslaved

% Be sure! Get up! He is calling you! Don't wait! Don't surrender to your past, nor to your y

Jyweakness, nor to your enemy's deceits! Jesus is always waiting for you! He rejoices for

¥the repentant's return whatever his past maybe.
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§Among the most serious dangers threatening your purity, dear friend, is the vacuum. I
don't mean only the vacancy of time, but the trivial life, that is with no mission, no

14- Psychological Serenity:
. You may notice that one does not resort to alcohol, drugs or smoking unless he is

i'same with purity: psychological misery resulting from academic or social failure or
i®financial troubles makes the soul resort to instinct as an easy means of compensation.

! Therefore, as Christian young people, we have to possess- through the grace of Christ-
the serene soul that deals positively with the clashes of daily life.

L1In this way, our undisturbed inner life goes beyond such troubles, rather take them as

;3 eternity and the falseness of this age. In this way, our souls can enjoy serenity in the
Yhands of God, so that we no longer need compensation through harmful pleasures.

5. Honest life:
‘You have to be honest in all the aspects of your life: academic; social; spiritual, etc. Your

5, You have to be alert and strict feelings and affections, so as to reject getting involved
Jvinto a relationship you may ulteriorly think sacred only to expect for yourself a pure life.

£ Our fight is not against sin to overcome it as with Christ to possess Him. And if we
¥ possess Christ, we then gain everything.
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ST. LUKE ACADEMY

5401 FAIRMONT BLVD, YORBA LINDA * 714-312-6641 * SAINTLUKEACADEMY.ORG|
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NOW ENROLLING! Davcare, Preschool & Kindergarten

It is with great zeal and joy that we announce the opening of ST. LUKE COPTIC ORTHODOX
CHRISTIAN ACADEMY!

By the grace of God, we have this great opportunity to provide children with a strong education within
a Christ-centered environment, where they may also receive Orthodox Christian teachings. Planting
seeds in young children in a Christian environment will yield future leaders and amazing professionals;
“for the Lord gives wisdom, and from His face come knowledge and understanding” (Proverbs 2:6).

!We look to you for your fervent prayer and endowing support of this endeavor that is the first
‘of its kind.
(

MISSION STATEMENT GOALS OF ST. LUKE ACADEMY
ARE TO HELP CHILDREN:

Establish a strong Christian foundation
Develop a positive self-image
e Provide a comprehensive curriculum Engage the five senses
enriched by core Christian principles Employ STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, |
e Promote academic success and foster Arts, and Math)jf.o(fused approach f.or. growing
spiritual growth intellectually utilizing hands-on act.wntles.
Learn to express themselves effectively
For more information about the academy Become independent and creative thinkers
and to offer your support, please visit: Learn healthy socialization skills

WWW.SAINTLUKEACADEMY.ORG Build a positive and healthy relationship between
the academy and the home

e STEAM-Focused education in a safe
caring Christian environment.
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Calendar of Events:

October 2018

Fri, Oct. 5 - Feast of the Prophet Jonah
- Feast of the Saint Maurice

vSat Oct. 6 - Feast of the Annunciation of the Birth of Saint John the Baptist
- CEF College Application Workshop at U.C. Irvine

,:Sat-Sun, Oct. 6-7 - Youth Backpacking Trip
‘ ‘Fri-Sun, Oct. 12-14 - Diocese Graduates & Young Professionals Convention (see page 11)
Sat, Oct. 13 - Jr. High & High School Youth Field Trip
LSun, Oct. 14 - ACTS Coptic Education Fundraising Banquet (info at www.coptic.education) %

Mon, Oct. 17 - 7pm - Monthly Women’s Group Meeting

J'Sun, Oct. 28 - 8am - Divine Liturgy with His Grace Bishop Kyrillos

- 11:30am - Young Adults Meeting with His Grace Bishop Kyrillos }

i Wed, Oct. 31 - 5:45pm - Vespers for the Feast of Saint Luke
¢ - 6:30pm - Annual St. Luke Fellowship Night

latest calendar updates are posted at
www.saintverena.org

St. Mary & St. Verena Church

offers her condolences to the families of the reposed:

Mr. Samir Salama
husband of Mrs. Nadia Sidhom
father of Mrs. Niva Makar
father of Mr. Bassem Salama

May the Lord repose their souls
and comfort the families through the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
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HOULIITER

Congratulations to our newly ordained deacons:
Reader Gregory Boules
Chanter Jonathan William
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&

ongratulations to Mr. & Mrs. George & Nancy Mikhai
on the baptism of their son

Joseph Mikhail

.
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