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What is the Meaning of the Incarnation
For Youth in 21st Century America?

His Grace Bishop Youssef

It is difficult to explain to the modern mind the idea of a religious mystery.
% Our notions of the word have been completely swallowed up by terms like
"murder mystery" or "mystery of science". When it comes to our faith,
“however, mystery refers to another dimension of life. Modern American
jeducation accustoms a person to thinking of the world in terms of rigid
'rules and formulae; calculus and Newtonian laws and are the ultimate
&descriptors of the universe. But for the Orthodox faith this will not do. The
'church plunges deeper, she soars higher, into the realities of existence.
‘ Regardlng the Christmas feast, modern, "practical” Christianity will ask,
; -"How does Christ's birth impact my life?" It is a good question. But Eastern :
Kmystical Christianity asks, "How does Christ's birth transform my spirit?" It #
Lis a deeper question. :

( {One of the most famous theological quotes on Christ's birth comes down ¥

¥from one of our own Coptic fathers, St. Athanasius: "God was made man, so j

‘that men could be made gods." It's a tricky statement, but we may simplify !

#'it thus: "God stooped down to our level, that He may raise us up to His :
'level." Why is this so important?

jFor centuries before our Lord's advent (or coming), the world languished
Yunder the yoke of sin. Believe it or not, historians agree that the time our

2 Lord came into the world was spiritually one of the worst eras in human

¥ history. The violence, crime, treachery, and sexual immorality of the old

¥ Roman empire were unrestrained, and human nature reached its worst
:limits. Man had hit rock bottom. The world thus was crying out for

1 ‘redemption — not for "improvement" or "repair" — but for complete 3
2 transformation of life. And in this "fullness of time," God sent His Son in to

the world.
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4 There is not a single person, who sincerely knowing God, has not gotten on
i his knees at least once and begged God for transformation. For we are all

very inadequate spiritually. A Christian will often receive God's grace to see |
: 'himself as he really is, and then the cry comes, "Change me, Lord, change
wme!"

There is especially something about modern American life (though living

Lhereisa gift of God) that makes a person constantly need changing. The

'rush and busyness of life, the meetings and deadlines, the immense
#industry of entertainment, advertising, and merchandise — magnified
Vduring the holiday season — all make a person get "too caught up" with the
fuss and weaken the spirit into a state of fragility and staleness. This,
Fcombined with the sin, frustration, and personal failures that always go
salong with human life, all cry out for change, for total inner transformation. J
"I don't want to live this way!" is the common plea of many modern youth.
v‘And here comes the mystery: as Christ took on our own flesh so we have
Zbeen given His divine power and boldness to overcome the world and our
& own weaknesses. Why? "Be of good cheer, I have overcome the
#world" (John 16:33) and therefore, "You have overcome the world." How?
By the Incarnation. In other words, we exchange gifts: He takes from us our
Yhumanity, and its defeat; and we take from Him His divinity — and victory.
#How this "exchange" occurs, and how our human nature is transformed, is |
‘a mystery. But it happens, and praise God that it does! What is required of
f'the Christian is a patient, persistent, and faithful request made to God every §
£ day of the fast (and of the year) that this inner change might take place. And £
' it certainly will: "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find;
&' knock, and it will be opened to you" (Luke 11:9).

{

I saw all creation today:

glowing with a bright light:
because of the great manifestation:
which was announced to us.

For the One without flesh was incarnate:
and was born of the Virgin:

like everyone else:

but as God as well as man.

(Doxology for the Nativity Paramoune)
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ST. LUKE ACADEMY

5401 FAIRMONT BLVD, YORBA LINDA * 714-312-6641 * SAINTLUKEACADEMY.ORG|
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NOW ENROLLING! Davcare, Preschool & Kindergarten

It is with great zeal and joy that we announce the opening of ST. LUKE COPTIC ORTHODOX
CHRISTIAN ACADEMY!

By the grace of God, we have this great opportunity to provide children with a strong education within
a Christ-centered environment, where they may also receive Orthodox Christian teachings. Planting
seeds in young children in a Christian environment will yield future leaders and amazing professionals;
“for the Lord gives wisdom, and from His face come knowledge and understanding” (Proverbs 2:6).

!We look to you for your fervent prayer and endowing support of this endeavor that is the first
‘of its kind.
(

MISSION STATEMENT GOALS OF ST. LUKE ACADEMY
ARE TO HELP CHILDREN:

Establish a strong Christian foundation
Develop a positive self-image
e Provide a comprehensive curriculum Engage the five senses
enriched by core Christian principles Employ STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, |
e Promote academic success and foster Arts, and Math)jf.o(fused approach f.or. growing
spiritual growth intellectually utilizing hands-on act.wntles.
Learn to express themselves effectively
For more information about the academy Become independent and creative thinkers
and to offer your support, please visit: Learn healthy socialization skills

WWW.SAINTLUKEACADEMY.ORG Build a positive and healthy relationship between
the academy and the home

e STEAM-Focused education in a safe
caring Christian environment.
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& Blessed advent season to all the beloved of Saint Mary and Saint
% Verena Church.

“You must understand why it is that the Word of the Father, 1
so great and so high, has been made manifest in bodily form. 3
He has not assumed a body as proper to His own nature, far
from it, for as the Word He is without body. He has been
manifested in a human body for this reason only, out of the
love and goodness of His Father, for the salvation of us
men.” -St. Athanasius, On the Incarnation of the Word

& Because of His love for us, our Orthodox Church fills the month
- of Koiahk with praise and glorification to our Lord Jesus Christ.

% Furthermore, we express our Love for Him through our praise and

¥ offerings throughout the year. May the joy of Christmas and His love

g fill your homes, hearts, and lives.

. Remarkably, we have just completed the first full year in our new
home in Yorba Linda, Ca. Through God’s grace and your help,

' we were able to complete our move from Anaheim, remodel the

¥ sanctuary and the modular buildings, and start the first year of Saint
¥ Luke Academy. We are blessed to offer weekly: Liturgies, Saturday
& School Ministry, Friday Night Youth Services, College & Graduates
§ Meeting, Young Families Ministries, Sunday Children’s Ministry,

& Women’s Meeting (monthly), Servants Meeting, Pre-Servants b
¥ Meeting, 4 Hymn Classes, English Bible Study, Arabic Bible Study and %
& Seniors’ Meeting. Please check our church website’s calendar for the
j dates and times of the scheduled services.

_ We would not have been able to carry out our mission and services
& without your prayers, support, and generous help.

2 As we close the 2018 year, there is an opportunity to help our church
. cover the end-of-year shortage of $250,000. Every small

b and large amount will assist paying our debt. Please consider

¢ helping us meet our end-of-year shortage.

% Thank you, and may our Lord Jesus Christ reward your prayers, love 3
# and support by a hundredfold. May He also fill your houses and stores ¥
¥ with an abundance of His blessings. ‘

Happy New Year, and Merry Christmas from all the servants of St.
¥ Mary & St. Verena Church.

The Church Board

S
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Fr. Joseph Boules & Fr. Andrew Hanna
and the entire congregation of

St. Mary & St. Verena Church

Congratulate our beloved

Archdeacon Jacob Abdelmalak

on the Seventh Anniversary of his Ordination

May the Lord grant you wisdom, and bless your service
with the blessings of the Holy Spirit.




\St Mary &St Verena Church mwtes you to our 2018

« WI NTER
- FESTIVAL.

SUN 16TH DECEMBER
Zali00pm - 8:00pm

4.."“'/«;" 3

A

l.' M .~ 2 7/ :
& A Eeaturing:

_SNOW PLAY & SNOW SI.EDDING‘
E}tﬂd@ﬂﬂl

T Visit:
’ ,\:,xWWW SAINTVERENA.ORG
*fgr e¥ent {detailsiand prlcmg
pr%eglstratlonipr|C|ng is avallable'

@&m@mmwmm P

All event sales pre; reglstratlon sales are non:refundableX
*All'sales proceeds/go towards helping/our,growing community at St.Verena Church
Thank:you!
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Calendar of Events:

December 2018

fWed, Dec. 12 — Feast of Saint Mary’s Entry into the Temple

‘ Wed, Dec. 12 - 7:30pm — Koiahk Praises
2 (every Wednesday until the Feast of the Nativity)

K Thu-Sat, Dec. 20-22 — Diocese College Retreat

 Thu, Dec. 27 - 8:30am — Divine Liturgy

latest calendar updates are posted at
www.saintverena.org



http://www.saintverena.org/calendar
http://www.saintverena.org/calendar

ongratulations to Mr. & Mrs. Mina & Brenda Ibrahim
on the baptism of their daughter

Abigail (Mary) Ibrahim

St. Mary & St. Verena Church

offers her condolences to the families of the reposed:

Mrs. Evon Wahib
cousin of Fr. Joseph Boules, husband of Mrs. Mary Boules
cousin of Mrs. Suzan Abdelmalak, wife of Mr. Fayek Abdelmalak
cousin of Mrs. Sonia Mikhail, wife of Mr. Wahib Mikhail
cousin of Mrs. Sohir Gerges, wife of Mr. Lami Gerges
cousin of Mrs. Salwa Habashi, wife of Mr. Fakhry Habashi
cousin of Mr. Maher Tawfik, husband of Mrs. Sanaa Tawfik
cousin or Mr. Ossama Tawfik, husband of Mrs. Kim Tawfik
sister-in-law of Archdeacon Jacob Abdelmalak, husband of Mrs. Soad Abdelmalak

Mr. Hanna Elkomos Zakaria
son of Mrs. Alice Yassa
brother of Mrs. Mervat Askander, wife of Mr. Adel Askander

Mrs. Ellen Awad
mother of Mrs. Lilian Boules, wife of Mr. Ramsis Boules
mother Dr. Aziz Awad

Mrs. Wafaa Riskalla
sister of Mrs. Hadia Khier, wife of Mr. Emil Khier
sister of Mrs. Amria Abrahim
sister of Mrs. Samia Abrahim

May the Lord repose their souls
and comfort the families through the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
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